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li la a rather novel sensation for the native of a

northern clime to Bit down on Christmas Eve with
the thermometer among the eighties to record
some few of bis impressions ae voyage for the ben¬
efit and amusement of bis less fortunate feilow-
citizens who are doomed to freeze and shiver
through a cheerless Winter. So much atten¬
tion has been lately called to Cuba that every
thing relating to tho " Ever Faithful Isle"
has a deep interest fov the American
public, and, in order to begin at the
beginning, your Special Commissioner will en-
fleav* to hastily conduct, In imagination, the
public from the pier on the North River into the
?ery fastnesses where Cuba llbre defies the arms
.f Castile. For the present the political and moral
aspect of the struggle that now agitates this
Island will be passed over, to be taken up at a
foture day, when the opinions, hopes and alms of
the various parties will be laid before the public,
free from all traces of passion or prejudice; but for
the moment I shall

NEITHER MORALIZE NOR DISCUSS
font endeavor to give the readers some faint notion
of the trials and tribulations of a special corre¬
spondent. The City of Havana, advertised to sail
precisely at three P. M., swung ont into the river
some half hour later amid the waving of handker¬
chiefs and kissing of bands that usually accompany
temporary separations. There were some tears
shed by a few extremely sensitive or lachrymose
people, who either could not help it or thought
that it was the proper thing to do, but nor th« most
part the seen®, was gay and lively enough. A
fellow who has no one to see him off generally
feelB cynical, and Inclined to sneer at those who
have. Some of the scenes were, however, toucn-
log enough, for among the passengerse were

INVALIDS GOING SOUTH
as a last resort, and as their anxious friends bade
them goodby, with words of encouragement and
oheer, it was only too evident that there existed
an underlying sentiment that they were taking an
eternal adlen. It was curious to notice the
fleeting expression of pain and sorrow
passing over the faoes of the assistants
tn those scenes, and the brave endeavors
made to conceal the truth from the sufferers. By
tor the greater number of the passengers were,
however, of a different type.people who looked
forward to the trip as a means of pleasure or

profit. Thene chatted gaily enough, and seemed
rather to enjoy the fuss that their friends were
making about them. Some of them were ungrate-
Xui enough to look upon their friends as bores.
While I was making these mental notes mr eye

suddenly lighted on George, the colored boy, whose
lace was radiant with smiles. He had just caught
sight of me and was advancing towards me with a
letter. I glanced over it It contained instructions
to Interview Mr. Delano, the Secretary, should he,
aa was expected, be among the passengers. As
my eye took In the few lines of the note my oonrage
sank below freezing point, and I almost wished
that I would be sea sick dunng the whole voyage.
After a few moments, however, my spirits rallied,
and 1 forgot all abont Delano nntll dinner time,
when I carefully, and with some misgiving, scanned
all the cards la my neighborhood to Bee if the
Secretary of the Interior was placed in a position
to which I conld Interview him at a disad7antage.

HB WAS NOT IN VIBW,
however, and again I felt somewhat relieved.
The dinner, which was a very plain joke, consist¬
ed of little bits of cold ham, some unmistakably
aalt butter, one or two ehops, very hard and ex¬

tremely small, whioh were to appease the hunger
of aoout a dozen famished adults. After waiting
some time I politely asked the waiter when dinner
would be served. He opened his eyes, then smiled
In a ghastly manner and Informed me that It was

already served. Being interested in the matter I
asked him "Where?" The wretch coolly pointed to
the bits ofham, the rank butter, the mahoganychops
and finally, in a triumphant manner, ts a platter
of potatoes, that were in reality abont the most
respectable and acceptable dish on the table. I
looked at the man reprovingly, bnt he was Bade of
brass, so I took refhge In a bottle of wine and
some crusts. While he was filling my glass the
fellow sardonically suggested that the morning's
breakfast would be much better, aad that he
hoped I would enjoy it. 1 looked at him ajtain in¬
quiringly, but be was a perfect sphinx. Dinner
over, I wandered abont the deck, as the night wss
. beautiful moonlight one. It is impost ;b!e to find
aaythlng more delightful than New Tork
Bay on such a night. We had left
Bandy Hook behind us. When steam was
let off and the speed of the vessel began ts Slacken
all knew that the pilot was about to leave as. We
crowded the sides of the vessel to see htm descend
Into hie mysterious little boat, and charge him
with onr final adieus to native land. It la the work
of a moment.he drops over' the vessel's side,
sliding down by a rope into the frail-looking boat
that Is waiting to receive him, and rowed away
Into the ever-deepening shadows until he becomes
a speck, and Anally is lost to onr sight. Just at this
moment we pass pilot boat No. 7, looking like a
(airy craft in the moonlight.' Her lines arc sweep-
lug and graceful, and the cordage ar.d rigging
are so clearly denned in the sliver bright light of
the oold moon they seem like a delicate web. It
was just one oi those pictures that natore makes
full of admirably-combined effects.broad, yet deli¬
cate and suggestive. During the evening I re¬
mained in the saloon reading Dickens' "American
Hotcs" and consoling mjsclf mr my dinner by pic¬
turing his snfTorlngs. But even this harmless
sousei^Uou wan evou taken Bop ige, jor, as the

bolls rug oat ten o»e|Mft, a snail, l*»flftrohal-
looklng man, with grayish beard, a bald head and
very eetd gray eyes, gilded qatetly through the
saloon and, without the slightest Warning or ex¬

cuse,
KXTIHOITISUED THH LAMPS.

one after another, to the astonishment and dismay
of the pi.cngcrs The old fcllew recalled vividly
the remembranoe of the mystertoas persona in the
fairy tales, and If 1 am not very greatly mistaken
he la some relation to the Old lian 01 the Kea; be
that as It may, be certainly established a mute kind
of terrorism over the passengers, and as soon as

he appeared they seemed to melt out of the saloon.
Driven from my converse with Diekena I took
refuge on deck, where I walked about in the
bright moonlight until nearly eleven o'clock.
All the passengers had retired, and 1 was
left alone to contemplate the beauties of the
night. Above, the clear sky, with Its millions of
twinkling stars; below, the phosphorescent sea,
bathed In moonlight and flecked with the foam of
our gallant seahorse, that ploughed on¬

ward, panting and straining every nerve,
overcoming every obstacle and carrying us

gallantly on our moonlit way. At last 1 was forced
to tarn into my little state room, where I coiled
myself np on a narrow shelf; that appeared to me
not more than five feet long. It was covered by
a faultlessly white counterpane, on which
stood out in bold reller, In red letter*,
the words "City of Havana." The horribly
monotonous motion of the screw prevented my
going to sleep for some time, but at last tired na¬
ture gave in and 1 dozed off. Mot to sleep only,
but, alas) to dream. The Image of Secretary De-
lane arose to my mind. I thought he was In league
with the Spaniards to re-establish the inquisition,
and that on oar arrival In Havana he had me ar¬
rested and condemned to have the flesh twisted off
my bones for having dared to interview him on the
voyage. I conld feel the horrible motion of the
¦crew twisting my flesh into small twine, but in the
midst ofmy tortve 1 derived a diabolical satisfac¬
tion from the thought that th? managing editor
had been pitched into Purgatory for having"

ATTEMPTED TO INTSRVIBW TBS POPS.
At length morning dawned, bat let me draw a

veil over tho occurrences of this day. Suffice It to

My that Scotch ale, brandy and water and other
resources were reliod upon In vain. The decks
were deserted, except by a few of those men who
seem to have been intended by nature tor sea galls
or porpoises. They look Into your state room

with provoking coolness to assure yon that It is

splendid weather, only a little fresh, and advise
you to get up and walk about a little. The third
day out sees most of us on deck; no one inclined to
admit that he has beea sick, but only a little
squeamish, you know. The weather is delightfully
fine and the sea calm, and we are about to settle
down to enjoy It, when

the alarm of firs is Bornnro,
and there 1b an immediate rush of alarmed passen¬
gers to the deck. Walters suddenly drop towels,
plates and glasses, and rush up stairs In a frantic
manner, looking in some cases awfully frightened;
others seize upon Babcock's Arc extinguisher and
rush to the rescue. As I move out I meet a sub¬
stantial, middle-aged lady, who mistakes me for a
sympathetic person and proposes to lalnt. I try to
appear preternaturally cool, and assure her that
there Is no danger whatever, thougn at the time I
can't really make out whether there is or not.
Some of the men look so trlghtened that I feel my
courage sink several degrees at the prospect of be¬
ing roasted. In order to assure myself of the
exact state of affairs I walked out. Borne sailors
were working at the pump, bo I give a hand and
spoil my gloves. In a few minutes, to my lnflnlte
disgust, 1 Had that it is a false alarm, with the

INTENTION OF TRAININU TIIK MBN
in case a Are should really break out. I move
round to watch the experiment with the Hose,
and to my horror find that they are all in a
wretched condition. Had a lire really broken out
nothing short of Divine Interposition could have
saved us from the fate of the Bienville or Missouri.
The hose leaked all over the deck, and owing to
the want of force In the pumps and the smallness
of the nozzles they were unable to throw a stream
or water to a greater distance than a few feet, and
even then it fell like spray. Can nothing be
done by the authorities in New York to
prevent Belflsh corporations exposing the lives
of passengers to such terrible risks In order to
avoid Incurring the expense necessary to make
the equipment of their vessel! thoroughly and
effectively complete? This was the last unpleasant
incident of the voyage. We had left already be.
hind the bleak northern climes, and the day was
warm as In our Summer time. We seemed to glide
through a palpitating sea of molten glass. The air
was balmy, and that exquisite, sensuous feeling
which is only felt in the neighborhood of the
tropics enabled ub to bear the monotony of the
sea voyage with equanimity, for here the sense
of life is itself pleasure enough. On Thursday
morning

TBI COAST OF CTTSA
looms up In the distance, seen vaguely through the
mernlng mist. Over the dark, shadowy purple-
tlntcd outline of the coast rise Immense piles of
cumulus clouds, grand and impressive. Looting
at them, I almost fear that we should encounter a
storm before we reach the port, but as the sun
shines out, dissipating the mists and bathes the
aerial regions in vaporous hues the cloud masses
sail along the sky and reveal the deep, clear azure
of the Armament, my conAdence returns and I go
into my stateroom to make my Anal prepara¬
tions for disembarking. We were nearer to
Havana than I Imagined, and long before
the last strap of my trunk had been buckled the
grim mass of the Morra Castle bad come clearly
Into view. It Is an Imposing-looking structure,
ana evidently very strong. It is mounted with
heavy Dahlgren sans, and Is from situation and
solidity of construction a very formidable work.
Situated on the left of the harbor, as we enter the
Batteria de la Reina, a semicircular fort on the op¬
posite side of the Harbor month affords it
efficient support. Both works are dom¬
inated by an Important fort behind the Bat¬
teria de la Reina. The lighthouse is on the
leu of the port and bears on it In large letters the
Inscription, "O'Donnell, 1844." As we pasB It the
harbor opens to our view. It is narrow at the en¬
trance, but as we proceed it widens with a semi¬
circular form of considerable extent. On all sides
low ranges of bills protect it rrom the violence of
the winds so as to render It a remarkably safe an¬
chorage. The narrow passage Is defended at In¬
tervals by old batteries, that recall the time when
the Spanish Aag swept the Southern seas In all
TH* UACOHTY PRID* OF rNCBECEKD CONQUBST.
To-day these batteries but too truly reAect the

changed fortunes of the Iberian nation. The old
stones remain, grown gray with the havoe of time
and ravages of age, are only made the more notice¬
able by the efforts of the moderns to conceal them.
New cement has been placed in the interstices,
and the old brass guns that were youag in the days
of King Philip peep out from the crenellated bat¬
teries with senile curiosity and Impotence. They,
however, give to the place an air of antiquity
that more than compensates the traveller for
their want of efficiency. The town lies to the
right as we enter, and presents a scene
unrivalled In picturesque effect. The sqnare,
solid houses, in which tb« Spanish race de¬
lights, rise up in exquisite confusion, in which
ever-varying effects of light and shade, comming¬
ling with brilliantly-contrasting color effects, give
brightness and interest to the coup Vail such m
wc never And in the Northern climes. There la
more of the color and animation of the East in
the view or Havana than In any other city 1 have
ever seen, either in Europe or America. The
interior slopes of the low hills, on whose
summits the lines ef fortiAcaUon are
continued, are clothed with verdure. Here
and there little clusters of white houses with red
tile roofs and some sparsely planted trees in their
vicinity present a picturesque effect that is per¬
fectly charming. Bnt what adds more than per¬
haps anything else to the charm of the harbor are
the lumbering passenger boats, thatseem to belong
to another age. These boats resemble somewhat a

RODS KIND OF GONDOLA,
nnt arc propellc<l by two sails. They have only one
mast, whicn supports a sqnarcsall, by which the
boat is principally managed. The dexterity with
which these «raft dasu about is absolutely mar-
»ell9U»

4® sonie of the officials happened to be at break-
fast when we arrived there was plenty of Umo to
enjoy all the beauties of the harbor, and it was
nearly two o'clock in the afternoon when onr per*
nit to land arrived. In the meantime a Spanish
mail steamer entered, having on board a number
of soldiers and civilians. Hie expedition with
which these were attended to and landed con¬
trasted strongly with the cavalier manner in which
some Americans were treated. Those of onr pas¬
sengers who had influence on shore were allowed to
land by special permit; but those who were not so
fortunate wore obliged to remain
UNTIL THE OFFICIAL STOMACH HAD BEEN SATISFIBO.
Even a Spanish official cannot well remain at

breakfast an day, so the looked-for permit arrived
in its own good time. Then the gronp of tittle boats
thai had bean moving round ns suddenly swarmed
toward the ship's gangway, and their occupants,
who were strong and rather "hard" looking Span-
lards, set up a babel of appeals for employment.
As we shoved off from the vessel's side we were

enjoying by anticipation the novel sights upon
which our eyes were soon to dwell, while the black
prophet of the party shook his head with evil tore
bodlngs of what was to happen to as la the Custom
Bouse. While we were In this happy frame of mind
an Incident occurred which might have had a
total termination. Our boat was heavily laden
with baggage and carried sis passengers In
addition to the two Spaniards In charge of her.
We were scudding before the wind at a fair rate
when a man-of-war's boat, propelled by a dozen
lusty arms, appeared rowing dlreetly across our
course. It was impossible for us to stop or to
change our direction with sufficient rapidity to
avoid a collision, so we held on, the sailors
shouting to the man-of-war's crew to
change their course. The latter, however,
paid not the slightest heed, but rowed
down with a sweeping stroke. The position be¬
came critical, as It was evident that a collision
was Imminent Our sailors shouted and gesticu¬
lated with Increased energy, and at the last mo¬
ment the Spaniards backed water, not an instant
too soon, for in spite of the frantic efforts of our
boatmen,

THJ^RflW OF rai^VAN-qr-gAR'S BOAT
struct ours oil the quarter lieavily and made he!
reel. The lady of the party only escaped injury by
Jumping op from her seat just In time to escape
being struck by the colliding prow. In the stern
of the Spanish boat a nabob of an officer
was seated, whese white hair ought to have
been a guarantee against such an outrage, but the
hidalgo sat quietly and unconcerncdly by, as If it
were a matter of sublime indifference to his
decorated son! whether or not some half dozen
mere civilians were sent to the bottom. Before we
landed we were treated to another sample of
official insolence by having our boat thrust back to
allowed some uniformed swell pass before us.an
Incident that cost us half an hour of struggle before
we could regain our lost place. The quaintness
and peculiarity of the city of Havana, architec¬
turally and socially, have been thoroughly
described. The narrow streets, the open stores,
the pedestrians, the carriage folk, the police and
the uniforms are altnost familiar. In order to un¬
derstand why it is that the vomlto and other pesti¬
lences make their home here it is only necessary
to pass through the streets. When it has not
rained for some time the stench is absolutely over-

powering, ana there are some quarters where even
the tropical tempests which tliey call rain here are

UNABLE TO PURIFY THE ATMOSPHERE.
Very little effort seems to be made by the Town

Council to promote intelligent measures of sanitary
reform. As a result of this Indifference a con¬
siderable proportion of the population is swept off
every year, especially of the immigrants. But the
Kip Van Winkles nod away their lives, simply say¬
ing, like the lazy Turks, that the will of Allah must
be done. When the Common Council meets two
ropes arc drawn across tho street to prevent the
traffic from disturbing the wiseacres in their coun¬
cil. Ifwe except the sole duty of Imposing taxa¬
tion, I don't, for the life of me, see what these people
have to do, except, perhaps, to agree among them¬
selves as to the distribution of the pickings;
for, if my information bo at all reliable,
these gentry can fleece tne public in a way that
would astonish a Now York Alderman of the good
old time. As there Is no public opinion here, no
liberty ot the press or of speech, or of motives, ex¬
cept by the will of the authorities, we never hear
anything about these abuses. The people here
seem to be content If they are let alouo, and in this
respect they aro free enough so long as they are
not too Inquisitive and confine themselves to
strictly minding their business. The inhabitants
of Havana are chiefly Spaniards, for the negroes
and Chinamen do not count for anything in the
social or political world, and are only considered
in the matter of lah<>r, In which they are, as a rule,
singularly industrious and devoted to their busi¬
ness.
After my arrival I set about my business proper,

and was fortunate enough to obtain an
INTERVIEW WITH CAFTAIN GENERAL CEBAI.LOg.
It was not, however, fortunate in Its results, as

Ills Excellency politely but firmly refused to grant
me the saxe conduct extended to the Herald's
late commissioner on the island. This determina¬
tion on the part of the Captain General I subse¬
quently endeavored to Induce him to alter. The
result is b®st told in the correspondence which I
enclose without comment.

LETTER TO THE CAFTAIN GENERAL.
Hotel San Carlos, Dec. 22,1872,

To Bm excellency, the Captain General:.
Your Excellency.The gracious rcceptlon ac¬

corded to me on the occasion of my first interview
with your Excellcncy, and the kindly senti¬
ments you were pleased to express, en¬
courage me to request that you will re¬
consider your refusal to grant me a safe con¬
duct, or military pass. In the following letter
I propose to submit to Your Excellency the reasons
that to my mind appear sufficient to Justtry you In
adopting this course. I am deeply sensible of the
irritation that the failure of my predecessor on
this mission to avail himself of the opportunities
and facilities procured for him by Your Excel¬
lency's kindness, has naturally produced, but, as I
explained to Your Excellency,

WHATEVER FAULT HA8 BEEN COMMITTED
In this connection is the fault ot an Individual, for
which neither myselfnor the Journal which I repre¬
sent can be Held responsible. Had Mr. Henderson
fully performed the task which he accepted volun¬
tarily my presence here would be unnecessary. If,
therefore, your Excellcncy has reason to be discon¬
tented Mr. Bennett also has reason For dissatisfac¬
tion. The object ormy visit, as explained to me by
Mr. Bennett, is to examine,

WITHOUT PREJUDICE OR PARTIALITY,
lato the state of the Insurrection, and through the
columns of the Herald to make known to the
world whether the statements put forward by the
Spanish authorities or those advanced by the In¬
surgents represent more accarately the existing
state ef affairs. For this purpese, and in order to
present fairly both sides of the qaestlon, I have
been instructed to visit the insurgent camps as
well as toe Spanish lines. In order to be able to do
this with greater facility, I have applied to Ton?
Excellency tor snch protection ss would prevent
the minor officials throwing obstacles in my way,
or the Spanish outposts

STOPPING KY FREE PASSAGE
through the disturbed districts, in met, snch a
reootnitlon of my position as a neutral as would
prevent my belag mistaken for an emissary of the
insurgents in ease 1 shvnM encounter outlying
parties of the Spanish troops.
Belonging to a people by whom tbs remem¬
brance of old alliances with Spain Is still warmiy
cherished, I claim to be free from the prejudices
Mat are too often entertained by northern people
against the Spanish nation; and I have come here
in the full confidence that 1 will have to deal with
brave and honorable men. There la, In my mind,
no fear that any Spanish soldier will degrade him¬
self by becoming an assassin, and 1 comprehend
lolly your sensitiveness lost

SOME URFOMEEN ACCIDENT
should lay tho Spanish cause open to the suspicion
ol being stained by what would be a crime against
civilization. For myself, while comprehending and
appreciating yonr caution in declining to expose
yourself to the danger of misconception, I cannot
accept tho Justness of your deductions. Availing
DMsell tho express permission yon assured me

would be gtnn to my passing freely through the
Island at my own risk, 1 will endeavor,

by pavob op that pnuuaaiox,
to carry out the mission which I accepted in New
Tort, even should the special protection which 1
seek be refused to me. Should the event.which
you foresee as among the contingencies of that
miaulon.unfortunately befal me. then, Indeed, the
authorities are more llkeljr to be oensnrod for not

having granted the facilities of the case,
and for having, by their refusal of
a safe oonduct, given my undertaking an

appearanoe of hostility, which in reality
Is foreign to It. I would not have dwelt on a

question that, alter all, Is of so strictly a personal
nature, bnt for the emphasis Tour Excellency laid
on this point during our Interview.
The broader and more Important considerations

which must iniluenoe Tour Exoelleney'a final
decision are those which touch

TUB HONOR AMD. TUB INTKBBBT OP SPAIIf.
It Is impossible to ignore the faet that the civil¬

ised world desires to know how It happens that an
iuwirreetioB which the Spanish authorities pro¬
claim to be of no importanoe continues unsup-
pressed alter four years of armed conflict If, as
we have been assured, the Insurrection has been
reduced to the last extremity, and has no longer
the sympathy ofany large class of this community,
It la for the interest of Spain that the representa¬
tive of

AM INDBPBNBBNT AND NHJTBAL JOURNAL
should be able to place before the world an un¬
biased statement of the Ouban question. The in¬
surgents, through their sympathisers In New Tork,
have already promised to the Hskald corre.
spondent every protection and facility onoe be
enters thetr lines, and if the Spanish authorities
refuse on their part to allow the examination to
be made, or if they throw obstacles in the
way the universal pnbllc opinion will argue that
they nave some interested motive tor the adoption
of such a course. The fkot that Mr. Henderson,
through

PBAB OP ARSA68INATI0N OB OP TUB VOM1TO,
abandoned his post will not be accepted as suffi¬
cient explanation, in view of the lactthat one ofthe
editors of the^ Ubbald has presented himself to

take the abandoned post.
For myself I have but one desire, and that la

TO FULFIL HONORABLY THE MISSION
entrusted to me. I wish to leave no effort untried
to obtain all the assistance ana Information that
will Help me to form a correct judgment before I
record It. if the authorities, by the appearance of
discouraging my mission, prevent me from obtain¬
ing that full ana broad view of the situation which
it is my wish and aim to obtain, they must not
blame me 1/ my conclusions aud deduc¬
tions become partial from the want or that
very information which they refuse me the
facilities to acquire, before my departure from
New York a telegram was received by Mr. Bennett
from Admiral Polo, the Spanish Minister at Wash¬
ington, promising that he would use hlB good
offices with Your Excellency to proenre for me the
assistance of the authorities in Cuba.
Requesting the honor of an early reply, 1 beg to

subscribe myself Your Excellency's obedient
Bervant> JAMES J. O'KELLY.

THE CAPTAIN-GENERAL'S REPLY.
Havana, Dec. 24, 1672.

SB. Don James J. O'Kelly
Dear Sir.I have received your polite letter

which you have been pleased to direct under date of
^ instant, inviting me to rcconsidcr the causes

which hinder me from granting you a sale con¬
duct to visit tho enemy's camp, which you solicited
In the interview which 1 had the pleasure to con-
cedc to you. It is easy to understand how peril-
ncnt these reasons must appear to me when they
OVERCOME MY DESIRE TO GRANT YOCTR WISHES.
As you remark opportunely, in your letter, this

is an alTair of a personal nature and easily granted,
tor this reason independent governments and
their legitimate representatives deny or con¬
cede permission (not to go and remain in
the enemy's carnp-a thing agamst the es-
tablished practices of war.but what is
much more generally observed and regular) to
permit in their own army the presence of foreign¬
ers with a privato or official character. The de¬
nial, when H is given, does not glvo causo foj un¬
favorable interpretations, as you state in your let¬
ter, becausc then tho government of
THE UNITED STATICS WOULD NOT HAVE DINTED

its permission, as it did, In the last civil war to
Spanish officers to visit the federal camps when
solicited by the representative of the Spanish na¬
tion In Washington. It was not then the object to
go to the Confederate camps to declare to Mie world
U the Generals and Confederate authorities circu¬
lated false facts, or if their assertions were worthy
ol credit, as you say you pretend to do in respect
to a* by order of the proprietor of the New York
Herald, but solely to study professionally the in¬
teresting incidents of that war.
Such pretensions, so clearly manifested, cannot

by any means be assented to by the first authority
of this island, nor can he sanction so

0FFEN81VK AND UNFOUNDED A DOUBT#
The pretensions of Mr. Henderson were less ab¬

solute, and, therefore, I granted him the permis¬
sion to accompany our columns, and even to visit
some of the rebel bands, as he did in one of the
two departments not yet pacified. But for mo¬
tives, which Mr. Henderson nndonbtedly under¬
stands, notwithstanding the attentions he was the
object of as a guest and subject of a friendly gov¬
ernment, he thought himself In danger when he

ENJOYED THE MOST PERFECT SECURITY
under tho banner of Spain, aud this belief appears
to be sufficient cause to cxcite against the autuorl-
tics and respectable corporations public opinion
attributing to them the intention to exercise over
the opinions and conduct of Mr. Henderson a re¬
prehensible pressure. What would it have been
If he had fallen a victim to the undisciplined hordes
to which to-day the insurrection is reduced or if
in some encounter, a Spanish soldier had not
recognized him as a pacific and neutral person?
Fortunately, Mr. Henderson finds himself
in his country, and he can nay what he omrht to
or wishes, bnt

'

A SECOND REHEARSAL CANNOT BE PERMITTED
nor your unusual pretensions, nor (admitting your
good faith) the species of violence which appar-
ently you intend to exercise in some of the para¬
graphs of your letter, aa In Spam, whatever has
the air of intimidation is without precedent.
As I have already had the pleasure to tell you

verbally you will be furnished with the competent
passport

TO TRAVEL THROUGHOUT THE ISLAND,
as could be done by any Spanish subject or

stranger; and be assured that you will not be mo¬
lested nor wlU your trip bo fruitless, as in our

town, you can acquire news relating to the in¬
surrection by consulting the thousand* of the sur-
rendered who light in our ranks or live quietly in
their homes pardoned by the Spanish government
Any other course you adopt must be understood
to be

AT YOUR OWN RISK.
I have had the satisfaction to answer your letter

.but this condescension I could not repeat, because
you already must understand that It is not cus¬
tomary that authorities explain to private in
dlvldoals, respectable aa they may be, the motives
ol their conduct or the foundation of their
opinions.

I an, your attentive servitor,
FRANCISCO DE CEBALLOS.

Henderson's Itapartarc-Th* Spanl.lt
.Me ot the Story.

Havana, Dec. 34, un.
The following is the translation of an article

referred to by the Captain General daring bis inter
view with your special correspondent. Although
It appears In the form of an editorial, Befior Don
Juan de Arise, the director and chief editor of the
Vtario, assured me that It la, in fact,

TBI STATKMKNT OF OENBRAL BlOrmn
We are obliged now to refute with the most nn

impeachable data, all of the teie£am whiSt, M?
Henderson forwarded Immediately after havino

Cuba voluntarily, through fear of
vomlto and cholera. Although we did not befori.
possess the important data which we now hav*
we wrote on the 14th as follews .--''Here then u
comprise* the hlatory of Mr. HenderonS
expedition. In a former telegram be had said that°*n«raT o' the Depart-

Informed mm that he would answer for
his (Henderson s) safety with his bead, and we dare

7>L .1 mterwarda declared that he did not

Whkidanger from the volunteeis.''
What we then assured ovr readers through intui-

tlon, we can to-day maintain supported by f&cts.
To begin a history of Mr. Henderson's expedition,General ltigueliue, Colonel of the volunteers An¬
tonio Norma anil the President and member* of tho
Spanish Casino, where Mr. Henderson was highly
courted, gave htm all kinds of assur¬
ances, the General going to the ex¬
treme of answering with his head fur
¦u complete safety. Mr. Henderson allowed
BlmMif extremely pleased with the attentions

Ac h« was continually receiving, there beingnoticed, however, a marked propensity to allow
himself to be frightened, as If he had been in¬
structed to prepare matters In such a way that It
might afterwards l>e supposed that the volunteers
had made attempts against his life, which was not
In the least danger, fir. Henderson, upon arriving
at Santiago da Cuba, was received In the name of
General Rlguelme l>v one of t he oillccrs of his stair,In view of the fact that he had been especiallyrecommended to him by our chief authority. At
once he called open the General, accompanied byUs interpreter, Ensign Agnero. He conversed
with General Kiguelme two hours, during which t.'ie
latter set forth the state of the Insurrection, and
offered him a column of three hundred men, mere
than force sufficient, to sconr the entire depart¬
ment and to conduct him wheresoever he lifted.

It was during this long interview that Mr. Hen¬
derson related an the incidents of his trip since
he landed at Havana, describing his interview
with Agramonte and showing the despatch sent
the latter by his lieutenant, Snares, alter the ac¬
tion of Viamones. and relating the scene so pub¬
licly known regarding the bomber of dead. He
stated the miserable condition in whleh he Hound
the few rebels who accompanied Agramonte,
among whom there were bat seven or eight whites.
Henderson dined with the General and In
the evening received attentions in the Casino
KspafteL The next evening General Rlguelme
went to the residence of the British Con¬
sul, where be found Mr. Henderson discussing
with his Interpreter concerning a telegram he
wished to forward to New York. It was then that
the General learned that a journal of Santiago de
Cuba bad that morning published an article Inviting
Mr. Henderson, in an entreating and polite man¬
ner and without expressing the slightest insistence,to publish his impressions of bis trip, l itis re iuest
was published in a newspaper which is not the or¬
gan of the volunteers, but nevertheless Mr. Hen¬
derson insisted that the Invitation compromised
him and contained a serious threat by the volun¬
teers against his life, If he did not comply with
what he supposed they arbitrarily exacted of him.
General Rlguelme, in presence or the Uritlsh Con¬
sul and other persons, demonstrated his error, and
added that he would answer with his head lor the
emissary's personal security.
The next day after this discussion Mrk Hender¬

son went with a Lieutenant Colonel of tnemafr and
an escort of eight to ten cavalry to reconnoitre the
sones of the large farms of the jurisdiction, and
returned marvelling at the tranquillity which
reigned, at the confidence he had noted on all
sides, at the security with which the farmers and
planters travelled alone in all directions, without
the slightest fear or danger, and at the
regularity with which all agricultural lalior
was performed on those valuable plantations.
The same evening General Kigaeime, speaking
with Mr. Aguero, and the latter remarking that
Mr. Henderson was arraid of being assassinated by
the volunteers, declared that no one who had the
least interest in the cause of Spain had the slightest
interest in his death, which, without bciug ol any
kind of profit, might occasion some complication
(conilicto), aud that Mr. Henderson's fear was en¬

tirely groundless; that If there was auy one who
could feel an interest in assassinating nim It would
be the laborantes, bccausc thereby they would attri¬
bute bis death to the volunteers, would raise a
tumult In the United States, aud endeavor to turn
the deed In favor of their cause, adding that It was
against the laborantes he would have to tuke pre¬
cautions, although he, the General, had already
taken such and continued to guarantee him his
personal safety.
The subsequent day Mr. Henderson and bin Inter-

prctor visltc'd General Rigueime and agreed upon
a plan to leave the following Monday in a steamer
for Guantanamo, and thence, escorted by Colonel
Valera and 300 men, wonld iro to the coffee ewtate
"Ana Matlide," which la situated on the height
which commands all the important points of the
Toro Mountains, and from which, changing at will,
He might march until ho acknowledged himself
satisfied. Mr. Henderson then told the General
that the British and American Consuls and many
other persons had assured him that he ran con¬
siderable danger of his life if he fell In with the
rebels, and desired to know his opinion. General
Rigucime then Informed him that the bands com¬
manded by negroes and mulattoes, and without
tUe least org&ui/.ation, would oiler him no
security, hut that if ne could reach Maximo
Gomez or Cespedes be believed his life would
be in no dannicr. The Goueral added that
such would be difficult to do, as, notwithstanding
all his efforts, he was Ignorant of his whereabouts,
and if he knew it he would not have delayed one
moment himself in going after him. Without any
further conversation ther separated, agreeing that
the following Monday tue expedition to Mount
Toro should take place In the manner referred to.
Two hours alter this cordial interview, during

which was settled the plan which would most utd
In the complete discharge or Mr. Henderson's
mission, the latter returned to headquarters, ac¬
companied by the American Consul, applying for
his passport, as he wished to leave that same af¬
ternoon on the Frenoh steamer to St. Thomas.
Surprised at this sudden determination, General
lliguelme asked the Consul Its cause, and was In¬
formed by him that during the few (fays past four
members of a family with which Mr. Henderson
wan acquainted had been attacked with cholera
and others with yollow fever (vomits), and Mr.
Henderson had become frightened, partly by these
diseases and the danger he run In tne city as much
as in his incursions out of It. Bcxldes, as he had
been already almost unanimously informed of the
Insignificance of the euemy, and ne was convinced
that he could ascertain nothing new unless he got
among the rebels, which he was alrutd to attempt
for fear of loBing his head, he had decided to leave
the island, and considered his mission terminated.
Then Geuoral Kigueime, In presence of the Ameri¬
can Cousul and Brigadier Morales de los IUos, said.
In an official character and with Inslstancc ami
repetition, which would have verged upon
Impertinence II It had not been consid¬
ered necessary, the following or words
to the same effect:."it appears, therefore.
Mr. Consul, that Mr. Henderson leaves because he
is afraid of the cholera and yellow fever, to which
1 do not object; but his life runs no danger in
Santiago de Cnba or in any part of the territory
where 1 command, lor I have guaranteed and still
answer with my head for his personal safety; and
far from putting any impediment to his visiting
with the greatest conscientiousness the centre of
the rebellion, I put at his orders a column, com¬
manded by a distinguished officer, to accompany
him everywhere with tho greatest security, and
If be desires to visit the Insurgents, be may
be sore that everything possible will be done tb
And them. It appears, also, that I have been he
who has least exaggerated the danger he mignt
meet at the hands or the rebels, ana that, if he had
intended to take any precautions in case or
(leading to visit them, it wonld only have
been to avoid a calumny upon the Spanish troops,
in case or any unfortunate eveut taking place In
tho enemy's camp." Having repeated this solemn
protest, and delivering to him his passport, Mr.
Ileudorson respectfully took leave, srating his
thanks for the attentions and kindnesses or whicn
he had been the object At four o'clock he very
quietly emDarked for St. Thomas.
Thin is the plain, nnvarnished account, nnd truth

will prevail over all the fables, past, present and
future, which it may please the Hmiald to invent.

WAR NEWS.SCENES ON TUB BATTLE KIEI.DS.
A telegram from the Commanding General of

Tnerto Principe announces that on the 9lh Inst, a
numerous band of insurgents had made their ap¬
pearance in the neighborhood of Gulmaro. Tills
band had been repulsed in an attack upon the
garrison of that place and was pursued by the
Keina column, which was at Cascorro; and
ttie guerillas of the same place, with
Colonel Marin's force*, were also on their
track on their retreat towards Santa Lucia, One
officer bad been reported slightly wounded, ahd
the commander of the advance guard (a major),
who Joined at Cascorro, had disappeared. Forces
of the Trocha guerillas had taken twenty-one able-
bodied men prisoners, among them a sub-prefect,
an aid to the insurgent General Uuioff, and, be¬
sides, eleven women; also seizing several revol¬
vers and machetes. A forcc under command of
Captain Gracla had fallen In with a party of eight
to tea men, between Cocal and Deseada, and made
two Chlncso prisoners and destroyed their hnts.
The Moron gnenllaa, in operations, had made
prisoner an Insurgent officer, killed a "nigger" and
wounded a Venezuelan; a colonel also somewhere
picking np seven women and (bur children.
Tne stereotyped account continues and say*:.

..The Rnyo battalion, on the I8tb, attacked an in¬
surgent band, which was Intrenched on the hill
called Del Vapor, dispersing them with con¬
siderable loss, and having themselves three
wounded and one bruised," and so the story Is
continued from day to da/ with feus same
monotonous repetition of Insignificant en¬
counters with which the Hbrald'b readers have
been bored by yonr correspondent for some
time past, as no encounters of importance
take place, and the laborantes of late have
desisted from circulating brilliant versions of un¬
important skirmishes, althongn one of that class
related to your correspondent a few days ago that
he had received reliable Information from Holguin
of the capture of Colonel Prucurnll by the Insur¬
gents under Vtoente Garcia, and that in conse¬
quence thereof the Spanish soldiers at Holguin had
taken to the outskirts of the town the two sisters
of that Cuban Insurgent general and hM cut them
to pleces'wlth machetes; but the Cubans In New
York deny that the Spaniards use the machete, and,
therefO e, your correspondent did not and does not
believe the loregolng, and your readers need not
credit it either If they don't care to.

THE Ft.AVEtlOI.DEIW TEMPORAR1I.T EXCITED,
A great deal of excitement has reigned here for

the past few days among the slaveholders on to
count of the change of some ol the portfolio* in the

Ministry of Zorrllla, bat til foar has been allayed
since the following telegrams were interchanged,
which are much of the same tone aa others re*
celved on simitar occasions:.
No. 1..My name, my antecedents and the con¬

duct 1 observed daring the first Ministry presided
by Hnlz Zorrllla make unnecessary all manifesta¬
tions ou mv part relative to the pollry I int>nd »o
follow, and which will be impelled towards the
complete pacification of that Antille, with the
postponement iu regard to the same of every other
social aud political question until the termination
of the war. I salute Your Kxcellency, and request
that you will, In iny name, salute the ot'ier author¬
ities, the army, navy, volunteers and ail other
loyal inhabitants of the Island.

T01U8 MARIA MOgQPRRA.No. 2..Ills Excellency the Superior Political Gov.
ernor to the Minister or UltramarI ho authori¬
ties. army, navy, volunteers aud Inhabitants ol
tnis Spanish province salute Your Excellency andcongratulate you upon yeur appointment. All ex¬
pect, irom Your Excellency's antecedents and from
the love you bear to the great Spanish interests
existing In Cuba, that yon will adopt the necessary
means to obtain au early peace. All inhabitants <7>
are jrrnteiul lor the assurance given them tiiat thin
country shall not be disturbed by political or social
reform* which would alter again the conditions ol
wealth aud prosperity of the island.

CEBALLOB.

MEXICO.

Cuban, Press Representatives Air the
Great Railroad Opening Kcte.

Havana, Dec. 24, 1872. >

Messrs. Triay, Verger, Espmosa, Ortega and Ytt-'
lar, the representatives of the Vox <u> Cuba, Maria\
de la Marina, Boletin Oe km voluntarum, Juan Ifu
tomo and Aurora Oe Mentation newspapers, leave!
this afternoon In the steamer City of Mcrida, hav<
lug accepted an invitation from the press or Mexico
to be present at the inauguration ceremonials ol
the railroad from Vera Crua to the city of Mexico*

THE PAOIPIO SLOPE.
Strike of Coal Miners.Heavy Storm In
San Joaquin.Immense Land Slides la

Oregon.A German Suicide*
San Francisco, Cal., Dec. 28, 1872. t

One hundred miners, of the Raymond and Ely
mine, struck yesterday against ten hours' work.
The shaft had been working eight hours a day
Both parties are determined to maintain their
position.
There has been a heavy rain storm throughout

the Western coast. In the San Joaquin Valley an

overflow Is threatened. Several bridges on the
iraba Klvcr have been swept away.
There have been live Immense luna slides la

Oregon on the Hne of the Northern Pactllc Uu iroa<l.
Two hundred men will be employed for two weeks
to put the track in order again.
Much damage has been done on the Columbia by

breaking booms aud tloatlug the Iors. Navigation
is impeded by floating Ice north of Vancouver.
Chailes ICrager, of this city, committed suicide

to-dav In his store. lie had a desperate struggle
with his clerk, who tried to prevent nlm from doing
so, during which Krager's clothes wete torn ofi.
Finally, his left hand being armed with a razor, ho
cut his head nearly oil' and fell dead to the floor.
He was a German and unmarried. He was in good
circumstances, and no cause for his committing
Buicide is known.

OPENING A NEW BAILBOAD.
BUFFAI.O, N. Y., Dec. 29, 1872.

On Saturday last about three hundred prominent
business men of Buffalo left here on an excursion
train over the BuflUlo, New York and Pennsyl¬
vania Railroad to Emporium, Pa., to celebrate the
opening of the railroad to its termination at
Emporium, a distance of 120 miles from Buffalo,
eighty-live of which has been completsd since May,
1872.
The excursionists were handsomely entertained

at Emporium. The lutl'es of that town waited
upon the table, aud speeches wero made by Judgo
Boyington, ,1. C. Johnson, llronsou 0. Ramsey,
President of the roa.i; Colonel William C. Albcrger,
of Buffalo. The party returned through the heavy
suow storm late on Saturday ni'jht, the last thirty
miles being made In thirty minutes.

NEW YORK CITY.

The polleo daring the past week arrested 1,538
persons.

'

There were forty-live new cases of smallpox dur¬
ing the week, of which three proved fatal.

Marshal Ilart granted sixty-niue licenses and re*
newals since last week and received $146 00.

Mr. De Cordova lectures this evening In Ply.
mouth church on "The African Livingstone and
Stanley."
One hundred and seven thousand eight hundred

and nluety-one dollars were paid for taxes during
the past seven days.

During the week ending at noon Saturday, there
were In this city 445 deaths, 114 marriages, 323
births and 31 still births.

The Italian school, under the charge of the Cltil*
dreu'a Aid Society, will enjoy their Christmas fes¬
tival at 44 Franklin street, Uls evening. Professor
V. Batta will make an address.

FIRES YESTERDAY*

The Destruction of One Day.Five Con*

tlagratlon*.'The Red Fiend In Baxter
Street Lait Night#
At Ave o'clock last evening a Are broke ont in

the four story building No. 20 East Ttilrty-scventh
street, that canscd a damage of $2,ooo.
A fire occurred yesterday In the four s'orr dwell¬

ing 820 Lexington avenue, occupicd by the Rev.
Adolph Hmfrecb, mat caused a damage of $M).
At hali-past lonr o'clock yesterday afternoon a

fire broke out in the attic bedroom or No. Ill Prince
street that caused a daiui.ge of $20©: insured for
(1,000. The building was injured to the extent of
9600.
A /Ire occurred at half-past nine o'clock yester¬

day morning at No. 808 Broadway that caused a
damage of $&).
At nine o'clock last nl/.'ht a tire broke ont

on the first Hoor of the two story brick
building No. 6Ji Baxter street, owned by
Morris Levy; damage to building, fl.ooo: insured
in the Hamilton Fire Insurance Company for $3,000.
The first floor whs occupied by luadore Cohen as a
shoe store; damage $i,ooo; insured on stock for
$1,600 and on furniture for $800. The Ore
extended to the next building, No. 6, occupied
bv Mandel Jacobs as a dealer li\ second hand
clothing. Damage to stock by water, $1,000; in¬
sured mr $4,ooo; causc of lire unknown. Fire
Marshal McSpcdon has been notified to hold an in¬
vestigation to-day.

AN ALLE0ED FOflQEB. CAUQHI IN NEWABK.
In the Police Court it Newark, yesterday, An¬

drew Netincnger was arraignod to answer a charge
of forgery preferred by Lewis Strauss, a wholesale
butcher, doing business at No. 46 South Orange
avenue. According to Mr. scrubs' statement
Nennenger. who formerly worked for him, forged
his name to a check for $46 so, and succeeded in

Setting It cashed by William Eberle, a butcher of
(ulberry street, who deals with Strauss, on Mon¬

day last the latter's mother died, and during hin
sorrowing retirement Andrew, as alleged, took ad¬
vantage and perpetrated the forgery. He was
fully committed.
A Valuable Property of Qun Cotton..a

dlscoverty of some importance nas recently bee*
made in regard to the properties of com¬

pressed gun cotton. The principal difficulty
which has been encountered In its manufac¬
ture, and which has to a great extent
checked the progress ef its advancement as an ex-

plosive compound la Her MoKsiy's service, baa
bem the extreme danger attendant on the pro¬
cess of drying It after leaving the hydraulic
press. The lowneu of the temperature at
which gun cotton will explode renders It a most
perilous substance to expose to heat. But
the difficulty adverted to has been entirely dissi¬
pated by the result of a sariea of experiment!
which has Just been concluded at the Royal
Arsenal, Woolwich. Mr. K. 0. Brown, F. 0. 8.,
War Department chemlit, has succeeded in de¬
tonating a succession of discs of guu cotton, taken
straight from the hydraulic press, and containing
irom fifteen to twenty per cent of water, without
submitting them to tne proccsa of drying. The
discovery was almost a matter or accident, it fear¬
ing never been anticipated that detonation coold
possibly oeenr under such circumstances; bgt the
Importance ol the ract can hardly be overesti¬
mated, for while the cotton In Its damp condition
is perfectly Innocuous and incapable of ignition,
the same cotton possesses all the explosive and
other attribute* or perfectly dry cotton lor mining
and like purposes. In the course or his experi¬
ments, Mr. Brown placed some discs of wet com¬
pressed cotton upon a slab or Iron ono inch thick
without any tamping or covering. On pUctng the
electric detonator within them and firing the
mass, the plate or Iron was deeply indented in the
centre. A slight tamping or sand, however, placed
over the discs so tar increased the exploeive agency
that a slab or Iron wai shivered to Cratfinenla oh
detonating the cotton.


